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MEMBER NEWS             

 We hate to open on a sad note, but we lost two longtime EMPA members 
recently.   

The first was G. John Bryant ,Jr. of Nazareth, PA, who passed away on June 29th.  
In addition to EMPA, John was also a longtime member of the American Auto Racing 
Writers and Broadcasters Association and served as a regional VP.  Our condolences to 
his widow, Mary, also a longtime member.  She can be reached at 5760 Sullivan Dr., 
Nazareth, PA 18064.   

Here is an obituary published in the last AARWBA newsletter: 
G. John "Tanker" Bryant, 76, of Plainfield Township, PA, passed away on 

Thursday, June 29, 2017, at Easton Hospital. He was the husband of Mary Catherine 
(Donegan) Bryant.  They celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary on March 18, 2017. 

Born in Upper Darby, PA, on April 22, 1941, John was the son of the late Gordon 
John and Matilda F. "Tillie" (Fetters) Bryant. 

In 2001, John retired as a highway foreman for Penn Dot. Prior to that, he was 
employed as an internal auditor for the former LANCO and in accounts payable for Acme 
Markets. John was a graduate of Haverford Senior High School and attended Villanova 
University, Buffalo University and Northampton Community College. 
John was an avid racing fan. He served as vice president for Nazareth Racecam since 
1973. He was a member of the Eastern Motorsports Press Association, American Auto 
Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association, and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Old 
Timers Club.  

For more than 50 years, John was a member of volunteer fire companies, 
serving with Plainfield Township Volunteer Fire Company, where he served as financial 
secretary, and Upper Darby Fire Co. He was also an EMT for Plainfield Township 
Ambulance.  

In addition to his wife, he is survived by a son, Gordon John Bryant III and his 
wife, Rosane, of Colonia, NJ; a stepdaughter, Patti Strouse of Nazareth, PA; 
grandchildren, Marc, Carl, Priscilla, and Samantha; and great grandchildren, Aydan, 
Natalie, Wyatt, Connor, Fiona, Sofia and Annabelle.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be offered to Mary 
Catherine Bryant, c/o the Ruggiero Funeral Home 126 E. Pennsylvania 
Ave. Pen Argyl, PA 18072-1620 (610) 863-5750.  Funds will be used to 
establish a scholarship fund in memory of John at Pen Argyl High 
School. 
  



  

 
More recently, another longtime member, Dave Reininger of Herndon, VA, passed away on July 24th 

after a lengthy battle with cancer. Here is an obituary written by member Joe Jennings: 
David Reininger, a veteran motorsports journalist, a Verizon IndyCar Series spotter, and a long-time 

member of the American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association (AARWBA) and the Eastern 
Motorsports Press Association (EMPA), passed away on July 24 due to cancer. 

Dave was 60 years old. He is survived by his wife of 35 years, Laura; two daughters, Emily and Elizabeth; 
three grandchildren, Amelia, Evelyn and Dylan; three brothers, John, Urban and Christopher; a sister, Cathy; his 
father, Urban, and other relatives.  Messages of sympathy can be sent to Laura and family at 13532 Brightfield 
Lane, Herndon, Va., 20171. 

Dave had been involved with racing most of his life, starting off as a well-traveled fan, then as an 
accomplished journalist and a skilled spotter.  Recognizing the potential of on-line journalism, he was one of 
the key participants in the start-up of Motorsport.com, a highly successful racing Web site.  He also wrote for 
Trackside On-line for several years and was a popular live broadcaster on the staff of “In the Pits,” a racing 
radio show. He was a freelance automotive reporter for two publications in Virginia too: Leesburg Today and 
Loudoun Magazine. He also led pit tours at IndyCar events, and even served as an announcer for several events 
at Summit Point Raceway. In addition, he served on the board of directors of the Virginia chapter of Speedway 
Children’s Charities. 

As a spotter, Dave worked for Andretti Green Racing, Chip Ganassi Racing and KV Racing Technology in 
IndyCar, along with Sam Schmidt Motorsports' Indy Lights team. 

He had a deep passion for the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and was most proud of being a key spotter 
for the Indianapolis 500 victories of Dario Franchitti (2007) and Tony Kanaan (2013). He also earned rings for 
being a spotter on the teams that won the IndyCar championship in 2004 (Kanaan), 2005 (Dan Wheldon) and 
2007 (Franchitti), as well as for Wheldon's Indy 500 victory in 2005.  So smitten was Dave with the Indianapolis 
area, he bought a second home in the shadows of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and had a colorful view of 
the Pagoda from his home’s deck. 

He could often be found at short-track events around the nation. His favorite Pennsylvania sprint car 
track was Lincoln Speedway.  Dave Reininger was a true winner and will be long remembered. 

Memorial donations may be made to the charity of your choice. 
 
Tony Kanaan and Dave pictured below following the Indy 500 win in 2013 (Joe Jennings photo) 
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Until next time…..Ron 

 
CONVENTION NEWS! 
 
SEMINAR PANEL ADDITION             
 Longtime AARN “credential handler” Earl Krause has offered to share his expertise on the 
convention seminar panel, which will look at relations between promoters and members of the media.  
He will join Alan Kreitzer, Bill Shea, Karl Fredrickson and moderator Jeff Gromis. 
 
 

2017 WRITING CONTEST INFO FROM DINO OBERTO 
 With the season well past the midway point it is a good time to start looking at your stories and 
prepare for the 2017 Pocono Raceway Writer’s contest. 
 The rules, which are listed on the EMPA website (www.empaonline.org), will be the same as last 
year.  The deadline dates will be posted in an upcoming newsletter as well as the website. 
 One thing I would like to emphasize is please follow the rules and the guidelines for entries per 
each category.  Everyone does a great job at this but every once in a while we will get an enty that was 
not submitted per the rules. 
 Please do not hesitate to contact me a the number provided with any questions. 
 We have a great contest and each year it has been getting better with the number of entrants.  
Our judge is very impressed with the organization and keep in mind EMPA is the ONLY motorsports 
organization that awards cash prizes. 
 Remember, you can’t win if you don’t enter and we highly encourage you to do so. 

 Dino Oberto, Chairman, EMPA Writer’s Contest 
 dlmo@ptd.net 
 570-401-8168 
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